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Miniſterial Artifice 
DE T EC H 


1 N Politicks there are two ſorts of Arts daily 


practiſed by Miniſters, the Art of governing, 
and the Art of deceiving the People; the for- 
mer by wiſe Men, who know how to govern, and 


are therefore rarely forc*d to deceive; the latter by 


weak Men, who do not know how to govern, and 


are therefore always forc'd to deceive. Of this laſt 


ſort, a more glaring Inſtance has not of late Years 
appeared, than the Pamphlet under my Conſide- 
ration, The Diſcount to which /aft Winter's Sub- 


ſcription had fallen, and the yet greater Diſcount it 


was like to fall to, by ſome of our Miniſters en- 
deavouring to make a Job of it, reduc'd them to 
the Neceſſity of accepting a Peace upon any Terms, 
in order to ſave themſelves and their Friends from 


that Ruin with which they were threatned, by their 


not being able to comply with the payments upon 
thoſe vaſt Sums they had ſubſcrib'd, in hopes of 


felling out at an advanc'd Price, before the Second or 


Third Payment came due, 


This was their Motive, and this, I ſay, was 
their only Motive for ſubmitting to Preammares, 
which even they had but half a Year before rejected 
with Diſdain. When they thus found themſelves un- 


der a Neceſſity to accept of ſuch Preliminaries, they 


foreſaw, tho? their Foreſight was never thought ex- 
traordinary, that the People of this Kingdom would 
be apt to find Fault with any Peace that could be 
the Effect of ſuch Preliminaries. For this Rea. 
ſon, all the cunning Fellows in their Pay, and God 
knows they are not many, were ſet to work, to 


contrive Methods tor deceiving the good People of 
A 2 Eug land, 
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England, ſo far at leaſt as to make them Believe the 
Peace good, till they ſnould be convinc'd of the 
contrary, by feeling its Effects. At laſt ſome one of 


than the reſt, for preſent Pay is the Apollo of all 
their Poets, and the Mercury of all their Politicians; 
I fay, at laſt ſome one of them hit upon this Expe- 
dient, that a Pamphlet ſhould be wrote in French, 
highly reflecting upon the Preliminaries, as diſho- 
nourable to the Houſe of Bourbon, and injurious to 
the Kingdoms of France and Spain; and to make 
this paſs for the genuine Production of Marſhal 
Count de Saxe's Friends, theſe Preliminaries were 
likewiſe to be repreſented as injurious to him, and 
to the Empreſs Queen of Hungary. 


The Plan being thus laid, it was whiſpered about, 
and I remember to have heard, above 7hree or four 
Montbs ago, that ſuch a Pamphlet had been wrote, 
and ſent to the Preſs at Liege; but that the French 
had got Notice of it, and had, without aſking leave, 
ſent a Body of their Archers into the City of Liege, 
and not only ſeiz'd the Impreſſion, but alſo the 
Author. To this it was added, that ſeveral Let- 
ters had been ſeiz'd in the Author's Cuſtody, from 
which it appear'd, that he was fet on, and furniſh- 
ed with Materials by Marſhal Count Saxe; but how- 
ever, that one of our great and wiſe Miniſters 
abroad had found Means, by his extraordinary In- 
telligence, to procure a Copy of it, which he had 
ſent to his Friend, one of our great and wiſe Mi- 


niſters here at Home. Another Circumſtance was 


added, that the unfortunate Author was a Jew, 
72255 _ indeed, even at that time, made me ſuſpect 
N g 5 


$:-%Jomething of a Forgery. 
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5 Whe her ſuch a Pamphlet was printed at Liege, 
and ſeiz'd by the French, together with the Author, 
is what 1 ſhall not pretend to determine; for ſup- 
poſing this Fact to be true, I am perſuaded, that 


it 


theſe Fools, more lucky, or, perhaps, better paid 
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54 
it was not wrote by the Order, or with the Con- 
nivance of Marſhal Count Saxe, or any French Mi- 
niſter whatever ; and I am further perſuaded, that 
no Man would attempt to write and publiſh ſuch a 
Pamphlet Abroad, without ſome high Support. 
It is impoſſible to ſuppole, that any French or Spaniſh 
Miniſter would be at the Expence of getting ſuch a 
Pamphlet wrote and printed; becauſe in abſolute 
Monarchies an Appeal to the People, as all Pam- 
phlets muſt be underſtood to be, is deemed one of 
the higheſt Affronts that can be offered to the Sove- 
reign: For the ſame Reaſon we cannot ſuppoſe, 
that it was wrote at the Inſtigation of the Repub- 
lick of Genoa : From the Nature of it, we cannot 
preſume the Court of Vienta, or the King of Sar- 
d uia gave any Encouragement to its being wrote or 
publiſh'd; and therefore we mult conclude, that 
this Pamphlet muſt be the Production of ſome 
Engliſh or Dutch Miniſter. As to the Dutch, con- 
ſidering the Danger they were in, and the real Ad- 
vantages that ſeem to be ſtipulated for them by 


_ theſe Prelimvaries, their new Viiniſters had no oc- 


caſian for being at any Expence in deceiving them; 
and they knew that their Party in Eo lau would be 
fond of any Peace that ſhould free them from the 
imminent Danger they were expos'd to, and eſtab- 
liſh them in the Poſſeſſion of that Power, which 
the ridiculous M:idd/e-way Conduct of their Prede- 


ceſſors, and the Mad:eſs of the Mob had put into 


their Hands. 


Every unbias'd Reader will therefore, in my 
Opinion, conclude, that the Author was ſet on by 
ſome Eng/iſh Minifter, and rewarded with a large 
Sum of Engliſþ Money in Hand, beſides great 
Promiſes in futuro; and this he will be confirmed 


in by the Stile and Manner in which it is wrote. 


When I firſt heard of it, I remember, I aſk'd 
the Right Honourable Perſon who told me of it, 
whether he had read it; and upon his telling me 


. =_ 
he had, I ſuppoſed that it fell foul upon our Con- + 
duct, and made that the chief Reaſon why the 85 
French ſhould have continued the War; becauſe 
from ſuch Conduct they had every thing to hope, 1 
and nothing to fear. No ſuch thing anſwers his 2 
, he does not ſay a Word againſt our Conduct, 4 
but Fries their whole Succeſs to the dence 9 
of God, which had fo plainly manifeſted itlelf in 2 
the late Events of the War. Upon this I Legan to 3 
ſuſpect the Anvil on which this Piece had been 9 
forged; and that it would, at a proper Seaſon, be 1 
pri nted and publiſh'd here in England. Tho' good "| 
Manners prevented my expreſſing ſuch Suſpicions tio 
a Perſon of ig Rank, who, I knew, haq a very 1 
cloſe Connect on w th the principle Perſons at the 1 
Helm of Affairs in this Kingdom. 1 
What Men uſually cal the Providence of God x 
Almighty, or the Bleſſing of God upon the r Arms, #® 
in or er, from th-: ce, to draw an Argument for 
the Juſt, e of th ir Cau e, I ſhill not ſcrufl. 0 
call, The Fortune of War ; and the Fortune of War 
is ſo fickle, that it can never be a good Argument 
for a Nation's continuing a War, when it can have 
reaſonable Terns of Peace: But the bad Conduct of ; 
our Enemies, and Succeſs flowing from that Cauſe, == 
is ſo ſubſtantial a Reaſon for our inſiſting upon high 2 
Terms, that I am ſure the Argument would not 
#ave been left wholly untouch'd by any Frenchman, © 
who really deßigned to ſhew, that his Countrymen 
| ought not to have agrecd t) the late Preliminaries * 
| * for a Peace. This Neglect is ſo manifeſt a Proof 
I of the Pamphlet's being deſign'd for ſome other 
Purpoſe, that if I had been to adviſe ſucha Pamphlet 
as this, and for ſuch a Purpoſe as this was really, 8 
I believe, deſigned for, I ſhould have adviſed ſome |} 
Reflections upon cur Condu?, in order to prevent 7 
any Suſpicion of the true Deſign ; but this, it ſeems, |: 
our wiſe Miniſbers could not bear, becauſe 3 it was, 


I ſuppoſe, b::ting ihem on the ſore Het 
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E | 
Another ſtrong Proof of this Pamphlet's being 
wrete with a Deſign to impoſe upon and deceive the 
good People of England, 1s the critical Time at 
which it makes its publick Appearance in the 
World. If it had been wrote at the. Inſtigation of 
any one but an Engl; Miniſter, and the whole Im- 
preſſion ſeized, in ſuch an illegal Manner by the 
French, how came our Miniſters to get a Copy of 
it? For where the Impreſſion was, there I ſuppoſe 
was the original Copy alſo; and though that 
Branch of our publick Expence called ſecret Service 
Money, is always very extraordinary, eſpecially if 
= we include the 30000 J. allowed to each of our 
principal Secretaries of State for that Purpoſe, yet 
It is well known, that a much greater Part of it is 
employed againſt the domeſtick Enemies of the :2dm;- 
niſtration, than againſt the foreign Enemies of the 
People, therefore it is not very probable, that our 
Miniſters could get a Copy of a Pamphlet, which 
none of the other Miniſters could come at ; and I 
muſt preſume, that if the Imperial Miniſters could 
have come at a Copy, it would long ſince have been 
> publiſhed abroad, and ſoon after republiſhed in 
England. But the French had, it ſeems, ſo effectu— 
ally demoliſhed the Preſs, the Impreſſion, and the 
> original Copy, and ſo well ſecured the Author, 
though in a City where they had no Juriſdiction, 
that no one Copy could be met with, except that 
which was procured by our active and diligent Mi- 
nniſter at Aix la Chapelle; and this Copy has been ſo 


4 


"3 cloſely kept, that it could never ſee the Light, till 
= a few Days after the definitive Treaty was ſigned, and 


+ a few Weeks before the Meeting of the Britiſh Par- 
_ lament, | 


I This to me is a convincing Proof, that our Mini- 
A ſters had a Copy of it before it was ſent to the 
+ Preſs, that ſome of them were the Cauſe of its be- 


ing ſent to the Preſs, and perhaps the Cauſe of the 
. | lmpreſſion's 
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Impreſſion's being ſeized by the French, in order 
to render it the more authentick, and the more ar- 
dently ſought after. As long as the Terms of the 
Peace they had made, could be concealed, they had 
no Occaſion for any public Vindication of them, 
but as thoſe Terms, whatſoever they are, cannot 
now be long concealed, this Pamphlet is ſent out to 
the World, in order to convince us, that this Peace 
is a moſt diſhonourable and diſad vantageous one for 
the Houle of Bourbon, and conſequently a good one 
for England 7» 


So much for the true Deſign of this Pamphlet, 
and now [I ſhall proceed to examine the Arguments 
which the Author makes uſe of for ſhewing, that 
the Preliminaries, ſuppoſing them to be ſuch as 
were publiſhed, were diſhonourable and diladvan- 
tageous for the Houſe of Bourbon, In general I 
muſt allow, that the Author has play*d the Part he 
was to act very tolerably, except in that of not 
talking contemptibly of our Conduct, and highly 
extolling the Conduct of his Countrymen. In 
every Page, he aſſumes the Frenchman, and never 
fticks at aſſerting the moſt glaring Falſhoods, when 
he thinks, they will ſerve his Purpoſe. Accord- 
ing to this Method, he begins with a moſt notorious 
one: He ſays, that the Kingdoms of France and 
Spain were in the moſt happy and flouriſhing Condition, 
and had every Circumſtance deciſive in their Favour, 


when the Negotiations, for a Peace, were begun. 


Can any one agree to this, who conſiders the inte- 
rior Circumſtances either of France or Spain ? With 
regard to the latter, it is very well known, that the 
Kingdom of Spain has, for many Years paſt, been 
drained both of Men and Money, for ſupporting 
the ambitious Projects of its Queen-Conſort, now 
Queen-dowager, in tay. -*Tis true, they got 
ſome Years ago, by the Puſillanimity, or ſomething _ 
worſe, of our then Miniſter, one of their Royal 
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[9] 
Infants eſtabliſhed in the Kingdom of the Twe Sici- 
lies, But was this of any Advantage to Spain ? 
On the contrary it has always been an Incumbrance, 
for they have been ever ſince, and will probably for 
many years to come, be obliged to maintain an 
Army of Spaniſh Troops there, for ſupporting their 
Royal Infant in his new acquired Kingdom ; and 
the preſent War has ſhewn, that it can be of no 
Service to them in any War they happen to be en- 


gaged in. 


Beſides this, their Returns of Treaſure from 


Mexico and Peru, which 1s the principal Support 
both of the Crown and People of Spain, had been 
very much interrupted, and a great part of it in- 
tercepted, by the War-ſhips of this Nation: Their 


Commerce had been entirely ruined, and their 


American Settlements ſupplied with all Sorts of 


Commodities they wanted, by Means of the contra- 
band Trade, which had been opened by our deſtroy- 
ing their Forts at Porto- Bello and Chagra, and pre- 
venting their Guarda Cofta*s from daring to look 
out of their Harbours ; ſo that not only the King 
loſt his Indulto, but his Subjects all the Profits, 
upon the Goods which formerly uſed to be ſent out 


and brought Home by their Galleons and Regiſter- 


Ships; and by them only : And theſe Misfortunes 
were daily growing upon them, in Proportion as 
this Nation began to find out the true uſe, and to 
make a proper Application, of its ſuperior Force 


at Sea and in America, 


In theſe Circumſtances can any one but a French - 


Man, or one who aſſumes the Frenchman, ſay, that 


the Kingdom of Spain was in the moſt happy and 


flouriſhing Condition; and then with Regard to the 


interior Condition of France, the Falſhood is ſtill 
more glaring. Their Commerce, which was the 


Support of their Armies, was very near ruined, 


=: 5 and 


[ 10 
and in one Year more would have been abſolutely 
undone: Their Navy was deſtroyed without any 
Hopes of reſtoring it, during the War: Their 
Plantations both in South and North America, were 
upon the Point of giving themſelves up to any Na- 
tion that could give them daily Bread, and conle- 
quently to this Nation only : Their Country Was 


ſo exhauſted of Men, that it was with Difficulty 


they made their laſt [ ovies; Their Nobleſſe, who, 


in that Country, ferve in their Armies at their own 
proper Expence, were reduced almoſt to the laſt 
Penny, by the long Continuance and Expence of 
the War : Their Poor were loaded with ſuch heavy 
Taxes as railed dangerous Inſurrections in ſeveral 
Parts of the Kingdom: Their Merchants were, 
every Day, breaking for Millions of French Livres; 
and to conclude all, their People were ſtarving for 
want of Bread, which they could no way have but 


by the A tance or Permiſſion of England. 


Theſ- were the Interior Circumitances of France, 
at the Time the late Negotiarions for a Peace were 
entered upon at Aix-la- Chapelle, and from theſe let 
any one judge whether that Kingdom was then in 


the moſt happy and flouriſhing Condition, Now as to 


the Situation of theſe two Kingdoms with regard 


to Foreign Affairs, and firſt I mall conſider the Si- 
tuation of S ain. I have already obſerved, that 
the Kingdom of Sein had, for many Years, been 
drained both of its Men and Money by the 
ambitious Prejects of its Queen Conſort, or rather 
Queen Regent, to which 1 ſhall add, that it had 
been at the ſame time, made the Cat's Paw by 
France, for interrupting the Trade and Commerce 


of England. By theſe means the Spaniards had been, 


for many Years, in almoſt a continual State of 
War with thoſe two Powers, whoſe Friendſhip they 
ought to court with the greateſt Aſſiduity. When I 

_ ſay 
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more than they can brin 


Wont 

ſay this, I believe every Man but a Frenchman, or 
an [talianized Spaniard will ſuppoſe I mean the 
Houſe of Auſtria and England, As Sin is not by 
itſelf alone a Match for France, either. by Sea or 

Land, the Spaniards mult court an Alliance with 
the Houſe of Auſtria, tor ſupporting them by 
Sea, againſt France; for unleſs they do this, their 
Crown mult become abſolutely dependent upon the 
Crown of France, which 1s the only Nation that can 
attack them by Land, and a Nation that is powerful 
enough to ſubdue them in two or three Cam paigns, 

ſhould none of the other Powers of Europe come to 


their Relief, and none of them they could expect, if 
both England and the Houle of Auſtria thould ret uſe 


to be of the Party; therefore it is the true Intereſt of 


Spain, not only to cultivate a continual Friend ſhip 
and Alliance with the Houſe of Auſtria and Eng- 
land, but to be as jealous as any other State in Eu- 
rope of any Addition or Iucreaſe to the Power or 
Dominions of France. 


This, I ſay, is the true Intereſt of Spain, and it 


is hardly poſſible this Intereſt ſhoul.i be interrupted 


by any contrary Intereſt ; for neither Ambition nor 
Intereſt can ever tempt the Houſe of Auſtria to tall 
out with Spain; if the Latter forms no Schemes of 
Conqueſt or Eſtabliſhment in /taly, which the Spa- 
niards never will, if directed by their own Intereſt 
only; becauſe the making and ſupporting ſuch 
Conquelts or Eſtabliſhments, will always colt them 
g in, and what is much 


worſe for Spain, they will drain them of their Peo- 


ple, which that Kingdom can leſs ſpare than any 


other Country in Europe. Then with Regard to 


England, it is certain that England will never at- 
tempt to make any Conqueſts upon Hain in Eu- 


rope, and very improbable they ſhould ever at- 
B 2 tempt 


[ 12 ] 

tempt any ſuch Thing in America ; the only Cauſe 
of Conteſt therefore that can ever ariſe between the 
two Nations, muſt proceed from the Engliſh Poſ- 
ſeſſion of Port- mahon and Gibraltar, and what the 
Spaniards call the Contraband Trade in America. 
As to Port-mahon and Gibraltar, their being in the 
Poſſeſſion of England will always be of Advantage 
ro Spain, by keeping the French in awe, and pre- 
venting their uſurping the Dominion of the Mediter- 
ranean ; and it never can be of any real Detriment 
to the Crown or People of Spain, becauſe it is 
ſo eaſy to prevent the carrying on of any ſmuggling 
Trade between Gibraltar and the Southern Part of 
their Dominions. And as to the Contraband Trade 
in America, England has always been willing to allow 
the Spaniards to prevent it by any Method conſiſtent 
with her Trade and Navigation in the American Seas, 
and by ſuch Methods it may be almoſt entirely 
p evented ; fo that if ever any Conteſt happens be. 
eween the two Nations upon this Account, it muſt 
be ihe fault of Spain, and not of England. 


From this Explanation of the true Intereſts of 
Spain, it is evident, that in the preſent War the 
Spaniards found themſelves in Alliance with the 
only State in Europe, whoſe Increaſe of Power they 
have Reaſon to dread, and at War with the only 
two States in Europe, whoſe Power they can truſt 
to, for preſerving the Independency of their Mo- 
narchy, Can this be ſaid to be a Circumſtance 


deciſive in favour of that Kingdom? Can ſuch a 


Falſhood be aſſerted by any Man but a Frenchman, 
or one who aſſumes that Character? . 


The Circumſtances of France, with regard to 


Foreign Affairs, come next under my Conſideration; 
and tho”, in the preſ:nt War, that Nation had, by 
the unaccountable Miſconduct of its Enemies, met 
with extraordinary Succeſs in Flanders, yet the Cir- 

. | | cumſtances 
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131 
cumſtances of Europe were far from being favour- 
able for them: and to demonſtrate this I muſt ob- 
ſerve, that as France is ſuperior at Land to any 
one of its Neighbours upon the Continent of Europe, 
the only thing they have to fear, is a ffrong Confede- 
racy againſt them; and to prevent this, will always 
be the governing Maxim of every prudent French 


Miniſter. From the mutual Conteſts that often 


ariſe among the other Powers of Europe, a Con- 
juncture may happen when France may ſee it al- 
moſt impoſſible to form a ſufficient Confederacy 
againſt her; and then, zndeed, ſhe may give her 
Ambition 176 full Scope. Such a Conjuncture did 


actually happen, by the Obſtinacy of the Court 


of Vienna, upon the Death of the Emperor Charles 
the VIth. and France did accordingly endeavour to 
make the proper Advantage of it ; but by the good 
Conduct of the Queen of Hungary's Miniſters and 
Generals, or rather by the bad Conduct of the French 
their Schemes were at laſt diſappointed. Their 
Armies were drove out of Germany, with the Loſs 
of above 65000 Men of their beſt Veteran Troops, 
as J have been certainly informed, by thoſe who had 
an Opportunity to know the Truth : They were 
deſerted by all the Princes, their Allies, in Ger- 
many: Their Allies, the Swedes, were forc'd to 
ſubmit to a Peace with the Muſcovites : At laſt, 
their greateſt Enemy was choſen Emperor of Ger- 


many ; and the Empire, with great Difficulty, kept 


from declaring War againſt them. Thus they loſt 
the veſt Opportunity that ever offered for carrying 
their ambitious Projects into Execution ; and from 
that Moment every wiſe Man in France ſaw, that 
a Peace was become neceſfary for them ; becauſe, 
by bad Succeſs in the War, they were in Danger 


of being undone; and by good Succeſs, they 


would be brought into that Danger which it is their 
cheif Maxim to avoid, to wit, 4 powerful Confede- 
racy againſt them, 


T hi 
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This laſt Danger would certainly have been 
brought upon them, long before laſt Winter, if 
either ihe late Magiſtracy in Holland had done their 
Duty, or if what was ſaid to have been the Advice 
of a late Miniſter in England, had been followed; 
ſo that the French Succeſs in the Netherlands, and 
the Salvation of their Commerce and Colonies, 
were rather owing to the Miſcondu? of their 
Enemies, than to their own Power, or the Chance of 
Var; and in this Reſpect they ſaw, that a very 


material Change had been begun, and carried a 


great Length, by the Beginning of laſt Winter. 
The Form ot Government, as well as the Magiſtracy 
in Holland had been changed; thoſe that were 
Friends to France in that Country, had been, or 


were in a fair way of being every one ou/ed, and 


ſuch Men brought into Power as would, in all Pro- 
bability, act wich the utmoſt Vigour againſt France; 
and in England they had begun to exert the Power 
of their matchlels Navy in a proper manner, and 
had at laſt appiy'd in an effectual manner to the 
Empire of Ruſſia; by which means that powerful 
Empire was become a Party in the Confederacy a- 
gainſt the French, and thereby the Influence of 
their Friends in Germany began to dwindle. 


But this was not all : The French had till a 
greater .M.sfortune to ſtruggle with. In 1zaly it was 
hardly poſſible for them to puſh the War with any 
Succeſs, b-cauſe their Enemies were Maſters of the 
Sea; and this they knew very well, tho' they 
made a Shew of puſhing it there, in order to keep 


the Court of Spain in good Humour; as they had 
no Navy, they could not make any Attack upon 


England; nor could they attack the German Domi- 
nions of the Empreſs Queen of Hungary ; and if 
they purſued their Attack upon the United Provin- 
ces with Succeſs, they were almoſt ſure of bringing 


the Germanick ogy into the Confederacy —_ 
them, 
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L 15 
them. Thus, I think it is evident, that the French 
were in the Situation I have mentioned: By bad 


Succeſs they were in Danger of immediate Ruin; 
by good Succeſs they were in Danger of raiſing a 
Confederacy agaiaſt them, by which they would 
at laſt, in all human Probability, be undone, and 
will any one ſay that this was a Circumſtance deci- 
live in their Favour ? 


Againſt ſuch a Confederacy as would probably 
have been the Effect of the French purſuing their 
Succel> againſt Holland, they had no Chriſtian Re- 
ſource : Fhey might have made their Application 
to the Ottoman Empire, and it is confidently aſſer- 


ted they did; but from the Reception it met with, 
they had no Hopes of any Aſſiſtance from thence ; 


and the Behaviour of that Empire, during the War 
in Queen Ann's time, was a Proof that France can 
never depend upon the Ottoman Power for ſaving 
her from Perdition ; therefore, when ſhe finds her- 
ſelf deſeated in any of her ambitious Views, and a 
powerful Confederacy formed, or like to be form- 
ed 2gainſt her, ſhe has no certain Reſource but that 
of conciuding a Peace upon the beſt Terms ſhe can 


get. This has been the Conduct of the Court of 


France, ever ſince Cardinal Richlieu eſtabliſh'd the 
Power, and gave Birth to the Ambition of that 
Crown. This was the Cauſe of the Peace at Aix- 
la Chapelle in 1668, of the Peace at Nimeguen in 
1679, of the Peace at Ryſwick in 1697, and of that 
at Utrecht in 1713, which laſt had been Jong ſought 
for, and at laſt, by Chance, obtain'd by France ; 
ac all which Treaties the French made great Con- 
ceſſions, but not ſo great as they might have been 
forc'd'to, had the Confederates known their Strength, 
and been faithful to each other; and it is to be 
tear'd, that the Caſe will new appear to be the 
ſame, with reſpect to this ſecond Treaty at Aix-la- 
W for if the French be allowed to begin a 

War, 


[ 16 
War, as often as the Circumſtances of Europe fur- 
niſh them with a favourable Opportunity to make 
Conqueſts, before any Confederacy can be formed 
againſt them, and always to retain ſome Part of 
thoſe Conqueſts by the enſuing Treaty of Peace; 
their Monarchy will at laſt grow ſo great and pow- 
erful, that it will be very difficult, if not impoſſible, 
to form a ſufficient Confederacy againſt them. 


This which makes the firſt Paragraph of my 
ſham French Author's Introduction, I thought ne- 
ceſſary to diſcuſs in a full and ample manner; be- 
cauſe, through his whole Performance, he takes 
what he thus, like a true Frenchmen, aſſerts for 
granted, and argues as if the French, at the Begin- 
ning of this laſt Summer, had the Ball at their Foot, 
and might preſcribe what Terms they pleas'd to 
their Enemies; whereas it will, I think, appear 


from what I have faid, that the French, notwith- 


ſtanding their Succeſs in the Netherlands, ran the 
greateſt Riſk by the Continuance of the War, and 
conſequent]y that inſtead of preſcribing, they might 
have been preſcribed to by their Enemies, if the 
confederated Negotiators at Aix-/a-Chapells had 
known the true State of Europe, and had not allow- 
ed themſelves to be biaſſcd by any private and 
ſelfiſh Conſiderations. 


I ſhall give myſelf no Trouble about any other 
Paragraph of my ſham Frenchman's Introduction 
except the laſt, where, he ſays, it is of the utmoſt 
Conſequence even to the Nations confederated a- 
- gainſt the Houſe of Bourbon to cement a ſolid Peace, 
and a ſincere and perfect Reconciliation, between 
them and that Houſe. So far we agree: With 
him I am of Opinion, that this is of the utmoſt 
Conſequence, not only to the Nations now confe- 
derated againſt that Houſe, but to all the Nations 


in Europe; but then we differ as to the Means. He 


is ors og 
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Jays, that the Way to do this, is to prevent the 
Heads of that Houſe from ever having Occaſion to 
fepent the immenſe Sacrifices which, by their natu- 
ral Magnanimity and Moderation, they may be 
induced to make for a Peace; becauſe, ſays he, 
a Peace hought too dear can never long continue. 
Now, I ſay, that the only Way of coming at this 
ſalutary End, is not to trouble our Heads about 
their having Occaſion to repent, or to expect any 
Thing from their Moderation or Magnanimity, 
which has never yet appeared to any one but a 
Frenchman, but to compel them to make ſuch 
Conceſſions as ſhall leave them no Room for Re- 
pentance, and for that Purpoſe not only to form, 


but to preſerve ſuch a Confederacy in Europe, as 


hall keep the Heads, or at leaft the principal 


Head of that Houſe always in Terror ; for from 


long Experience we may learn, that the principal 


Head of that Houſe never made Peace, till he 


was compelled to do ſo by a powerful Confederacy 
being formed againſt him, and always treacherouſly 


broke it as ſoon as he found himſelf free from the 


Fear of any ſuch Confederacy. 


To prove this I ſhall give a brief Hiſtory of the 
French Wars and Treaties for near a Century paſt. 
In the Year 1664, the French having found Means 
to kindle a War between England and Hol/and, and 


being thereby freed from the Dread of a powerful 


Confederacy againſt them, they took that Oppor- 
tunity to attack the Netherlands then in Poſſeſſion 
of Spain, and conquered a great Part of them; 


but the King of England having not only made 


Peace with Holland, but formed what was called 
the tripple League between England, Holland, and 
Sweden, for the Preſervation of the Netherlands, 
the French were forced to agree to a Peace at. Aix- 
la-Chapelle, whereby they agreed to reſtore the 
greateſt Part of what they had conquered in the 

| | Netherlands. 


(18] 
Netherlands, which Reſtitution or Sacrifice was not 
owing to their Magnanimity or Moderation, but 
the Fear they were under, that Spain, with the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of the Emperor, and of the ſaid tripple 
League, would ſoon have been able to take all back 
again, and to make them pay dear for the unjuſt 
| Invaſion they had made. However, they, at that 
| Time, took Care to reſerve, and the unſeaſonable 
4 Averſion of England and Holland to a War allowed 
| them to reſerve the Towns and Places of Charleroy, 


Yu; 


1, 
8 I % 


|! : : 

it Binch, Aeth, Fort de Searp, Oudenard, Liſie, Ar- 
| | mentiers, Courtray, Bergues, and Furnes, with their 
We! Dependencies. 


1 Again in 1672, they found means to kindle a 
114 n:w War between England and Holland, and being 
{IB thus again ſet free from the Dread of any Confe- 
deracy againſt them, they not only made themſelves 
Maſters of moſt of the Spaniſh Netherlands, but 
were very near making a Conqueſt of the anited 
Provinces. This, very juſtly, raiſed the Jealouſy 
of England, ſo that the Parliament prevailed with 
the King to clap up a Peace with the Dutch; and 
the King of Spain, the Emperor, and at laſt the 
whole Germanick Body, having declared War againſt 
the French, they began to be afraid, that the King 
of England, would join the Confederacy againlt 
them, becauſe in the Beginning of the Year 1678, 
he recalled his Forces out of their Service, and ©: 
actually entered into a defenſive Alliance with the 
Dutch. It was the Dread of this, and not any © 
Magnanimity or Moderation in the French, that 
_ obliged them to agree to a Peace at Nimeguen, by » 
which they reſtored many Places they had con- 
quered; but here again they took Advantage of 
the Dutch Fondnels for Peace, and the King of 
England's Averſion to War, by which Means they ; 
got leave to reſerve the whole Province called 
14 Hranche Compte, beſides a great many Towns and 
11128 Places 
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Places in the Netherlands, the City of Friburg in 
Germany, and ſeveral Places in Lorain. 


As this Peace at Nimeguen put an End to the 


| Confederacy then ſubſiſting againſt France, nd 


deſtroyed all Confidence amongſt the ſeveral Pow- 
ers concerned 1n it, becauſe the Dutch firſt deſerted 
their Allies by concluding at that Congreſs, a ſepa- 
rate Treaty for themſelves, the Spaniards next, and 
then the Emperor, ſo that the King of Denmark and 
Elector of Brandenburg being thus by all the reſt of 
the Confederates left in the Lurch, it produced moſt 
terrible Conſequences ; for theſe two Princes being 
left at the Mercy of France and Sweden, they were 
obliged to purchaſe a Peace, by a Surrender of all 
the Conqueſts they had made upon the Swedes, and 
were ſo irritated againſt their former Allies, that 


they entered into a cloſe Frigndſhip and Alliance 
with France, which gave the French Ambition its 


full Swing. The very next. Year after they had 
concluded this Peace at Nimeguen they ſeized in a 
violent Manner upon the Imperial City of Sra/- 
bourg, and ſet up what they called their Chambers 
of Reunion at Metz, Biſanſon and Briſack. Theſe 


three new erected Courts were to enquire and de- 


cide what Territories or Places in Germany ever be- 
longed to any Place then poſſeſſed by France; and 
by Virtue of their Deciſions, which were directed 
by the Court of Yer/ailles, that Court ſeized by 
force of Arms upon whatever Places in Germany it 
pleaſed. 


But this was not all : They then formed the Pro- 
ject of getting the Dauphin elected King of the 
Romans; and to effect this they concluded, that the 
beſt Way would be to get the Turk: to attack the 
Emperor, and, if poſſible, to draw their Arms into 
Germany, in order to force the Princes of the Eu. 
prre to apply to them for Relief, which they were 

| 2 rclolved 


Daupbin's being choſen King of the Romans; and 
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reſolved not to grant but upon Conditien of the 


in this they had ſucceeded, if it had not been for 
that brave Prince Fohn Sobieſki, King of Poland *; 
for in 1682, the Turks invaded Hungary with an 
Army. of 200,000 Men, and the Emperor havin 
no Army ſufficient for oppoſing their Progrele 
they purſued their Conqueſts with ſuch Rapidity, 


that by the 15th of July 1683, they had advanced 


to and formed the Siege of Vienna. If they could 


have made themſelves Maſters of this Capital, it is 


highly probable, that both the Emperor and Empire 
mult have applied to the Prench for Succour, and in 
that Caſe che Dauphin would have been elected 
King of the Romans, which would have eſtabliſhed 
that univerſal Monarchy they have been long aim- 
ing at; but the above-mentioned King of Poland, 

at the Head of a fine Army of Poliſh Troops, 
having joined the Imperial Army under the brave 
Duke of Lorain +, they attacked the Turks, and 
raiſed the Siege on the 12th of September, after a 
moſt bloody Battle, in which, and in the Siege, it 
was computed the Turks loſt 85000 Men of their 
beſt Troops ; and the Flower of their Army being 
thus deſtroyed, the Emperor had ſuch Succeſs againſt 
them for ſome Years after, that he might perhaps 
have returned them the Compliment by beſieging 
Conſtantinople ; but as the French had nothing to 
fear from the then King of England, who thought 
of nothing but converting his People to Popery, 
they broke into G rermany in 1688 with a numerous 


Army, without any Pretence whatſoever, and 
might then have had a good Chance for accom- 


pliſhing their ambitious Views, if it had not been 
for the ſurpriſingly ſudden and unexpected Revo- 


* Great Grandfather to the y9ung Man, who lately made ſuch 

a Fracas in this Iſland. 
I Grardiather to the preſent Emperor. 
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lution in England, by which a new Confederacy was 


formed againſt them, and this at laſt forced them 
to conclude a Peace at Ryſwick in 1697, by which 
they reſtored a great many Places they had poſſeſſed 
themſelves of, but reſerved the important City of 


Straſbourg and ſeveral other Places, eſpecially in the 


Netherlands. 


Fheir ſeizing upon the Spaniſb Monarchy in 1700, 
notwithſtanding; the many Engagements they were 
under, not to attempt any ſuch thing, proceeded, 
from the fame Cauſe; but here I mutt confeſs, that 
the rediculous Treaties of Partition furniſhed them 
with a better. Pretence than they have ufually had 
for attacking their Neighbours : However, this 
produced ſuch a Confederacy againſt them, as had 
very near brought them to the Ruin they deſerved, 
and made them keep quiet for twenty Years after 
the Treaty of Urecht. But no fooner had they 
recovered, than they began again to think of di- 
fturbing the Peace of Europe; and the Diſputes 
that had happened about the Oftend Company, and 
about ſome Territories in Germany, having furniſhed 
them with az Aſſurance, that #o Confederacy could 
be ſoon formed againſt them, they ſuddenly at- 
tacked the Emperor towards the End of 1733, both 
upon the Rhine and in Italy; but being diſappointed 
in their Deſign upon Poland, and a Body of Ruſſian 
Troops having marched to the Rhine againſt them, 
they began to be afraid of the Confederacy formed 
between the Emperor and Empire, the new King of 
Poland and the Empreſs of Ruſſia, and therefore 
they readily agreed to a Peace, by which they re- 
ſtored many Places they had conquered, but re- 
ſerved to themſelves the Dutchies of Lorain and 
Bar, and to a Branch of their Houſe the Kingdom 
of the Two Sicilies. 


From 
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From this ſhort Hiſtory of the Wars and Trea- 
ties which the French have made for near a Century. 
paſt, it appears. to be the eſtabliſhed Maxim of 
their Monarchy, to make War as often as the Cir- 
cumſtances of Europe furniſheth them with an Aſ- 
furance, that no ſufficient Confederacy can preſently 
be formed againſt them, and to agree to a Peace 
upon the beſt Terms they can get, as ſoon as they 
find ſuch a Confederacy formed, or in a way of 
being formed againſt them ; and what I have al- 
ready obſerved will ſhew, that this is the moſt pru- 
dent Maxim they can follow ; becauſe it will, by 
Degrees, increaſe the Power. of the Houſe of 
Bourbon, ſo that it will become at laſt very difficult, 
if not impoſſible, to form a ſufficient Confederacy 
againſt them. This is therefore a general and un- 
anſwerable Argument for proving, that the late 
Preliminaries, ſuppoſing them to be what have been 
publiſhed, were neither diſhonourable nor difad- 
vantageous for the Houſe of Bourbon, or any 
Branch thereof, but founded upon a Maxim which 
they have invariably purſued for near a Century paſt, 
and the moſt prudent Maxim they can eſtabliſh as 
the Rule of their Conduct : And in the Second 
Part of this Diſcourſe, which ſhall be publiſhed as 
ſioon as poſſible, I ſhall examine the particular Ar- 
guments brought by my ſham Frenchman, for de- 
ceiving the good People of this Kingdom, 2 
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